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Welcome to our
thirteenth Newsletter.

We skipped the winter edition since we have been very busy, and as with all voluntary organisations,
the uncertainties about funding have given us quite a bit of concern. Information on how
applications will be made and how mIN will be monitored have been sent to us, and so we can
proceed meanwhile with our activities.

Readers of our earlier Newsletters will remember that mIN is drawn from a wide variety of local statutory
and voluntary organisations (listed on back page) as well as a number of interested individuals in our
community. One of the Drop-Ins has closed since the number of asylum-seekers/refugees attending

had dropped too low to keep it open. Some had been shifted to other parts of the city and the time and
expense of coming back to Maryhill was beyond them; some no longer needed the support of the Drop-In
The volunteers from St Gregory's are still in touch with us, and hope to be involved in a different way. )

Continued on page 6







Our office is in Maryhill Community Centre, at 35 Avenuepark Street, and our Development Worker
continues her good work in making a difference to the integration of the Maryhill communities and the
asylum-seeking/refugee communities. As you know from the last Newsletter she is the author of Shadow
behind the Sun, published by Sandstone Press, in which Rema writes of her experiences in Kosova, and of
her arrival and settling in Glasgow. The book was one of four short-listed for a Saltire Award and is now
short-listed for Sundial Scottish Arts Council First Book of the Year Award. Not bad going for someone
who arrived in this country in 1999 without a word of English! This should give heart to other writers.

We have been active for more than 6 years now and hold monthly meetings of the Network to progress
the aims of the Network, namely:

* to give opportunities for local residents, asylum seekers and refugees to meet

* to promote understanding between the local communities and the Asylum Seekers
and Refugees in Greater Maryhill

e to provide general assistance to asylum seekers and refugees to help them
access health and legal advice, and

* to offer language classes with childcare provision

Here is an update on the activities we have been involved in since our last Newsletter, and you will find
photos taken at the various parties celebrating the change for many of our families from being asylum-
seekers. Most have been given Indefinite Leave to Remain (ILR) and we have shared their joy after 5, 6,
and even 7 years of waiting and dreading the dropping of a Home Office letter on the doormat. Now
the uncertainties ahead are about where they will be offered accommodation. Most want to stay on in
Maryhill where they have established good links and friendships as you know from some of the poems
and stories you have read and the events you may have attended.




Where we work

Drop-In Centres

Findlay Memorial Church
56 Clarendon Place
Mondays 10am - 12noon

Maryhill Parish Church,
1990 Maryhill Road
Fridays 10am - 12noon

Women's Group meetings:

North West Women's Centre,
Shawpark Street
Tuesdays and Thursdays 10am — 12noon

Oasis Women - Maryhill Community Centre,

35 Avenuepark Street
Thursdays 1.00pm - 3.00pm

Key members of MIN are:

The Cultural and
Music Integration Club:

Maryhill Community Centre
35 Avenuepark Street
Wednesdays 5 — 8pm (1st hour for children)

The Framework for Dialogue
Group and Writers with Future

Maryhill Community Centre
35 Avenuepark Street
Alternate Tuesdays 6 — 8pm

How you can get involved:

If you feel you would like to help in the work

of the Network, or if you know of people who
might like to volunteer or make use of our
services, please contact Maryhill Integration
Network at Maryhill Community Centre

(Tel 946 9106). You can also contact us through
our website: www.maryhillintegration.org.uk

We would be delighted to hear from you.

Glasgow City Council, Culture and Sport Glasgow, Queen's Cross Housing Association,

North West Women's Centre, St Gregory's Roman Catholic Church, Maryhill Parish Church,
Findlay Memorial Church, Glasgow Campaign to Welcome Refugees, Maryhill Mobile Creche,
Citizens' Advice Bureau (Maryhill), Strathclyde Police, Glasgow Campaign to Welcome Refugees,
Gilmore Productions, HomeStart (North West) and the Council for Homeless Young People.

Core funding for the Network comes from North Glasgow Community Planning
Partnership and Scottish Refugee Integration Fund; funding for projects comes

from Glasgow Anti-Racist Alliance, Scottish Refugee Council, Culture and
Sport Glasgow, Glasgow Campaign to Welcome Refugees, Strathclyde Police,

Awards for All, Cash for Kids.

Newsletter is designed and produced by Keywest Design: www.keywest.co.uk

Maryhill Integration Network is a registered Scottish Charity (SC 037300).
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