
mIN and C&Win promote the theme of integration for all generations
Members of mIN enjoy a weekend away in Oban thanks to Graeme and 
Heather Pagan who invited the group for the second year in a row

We are lucky to continue working with Karen Gordon, a freelance photographer helping us to document the activities of both Networks.

Photo Gallery
Here is a selection of photographs illustrating mIN 
and C&Win’s activities since the last newsletter.

Children enjoy the New Years Party Celebration funded by Radio Clyde’s Cash for Kids

Some of the Fashion Show participants stop dancing to pose for the 
camera at the after show party for International Women’s Day

Members of mIN’s Music Project performing in Royal Concert Hall as 
part of Fair Trade Event. Other performances have included, Go Dance 
2010 in Glasgow’s Theatre Royal and Young Scottish Minority Ethnic 
Awards in Glasgow City Chambers

ESOL classes run through the Integration Networks cater for both 
beginners and intermediate learners

Performing original songs and poetry written by members of the 
Music Project
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Key members of mIN are: 
Glasgow City Council, Culture and Sport Glasgow, North West Women’s Centre, St Gregory’s Roman 
Catholic Church, Maryhill Parish Church, Findlay Memorial Church, Scottish Refugee Council, Maryhill 
Mobile Creche, Citizens’ Advice Bureau (Maryhill), Strathclyde Police, Glasgow Campaign to Welcome 
Refugees, Gilmore Productions and RSAMD.
Core funding for the Network comes from: Race Religion and Refugee Integration 
Fund; N Glasgow Community Planning Partnership; Central & West Community 
Planning Partnership; Lloyds TSB; Scottish Community Foundation; Glasgow City 
Council Cultural Grants.

Funding for projects comes from: Scottish Refugee Council, Culture and Sport Glasgow, 
North Glasgow Art Regeneration Network; Glasgow Campaign to Welcome Refugees, 
Cash for Kids.

Editor: Barbara Littlewood 
Photographs: Karen Gordon Photography, and other photographers

Maryhill Integration Network is a registered Scottish Charity (SC O37300). 

Newsletter is designed and produced by Keywest Design: www.keywest.co.uk

7

Where mIN and C&WIN work

Drop-In Centre Mondays 10am – 12noon (Except Public Holidays)

Location: Findlay Memorial Church, 56 Clarendon Place, St George’s Cross G20 7PZ

The Cultural and Music Integration Club Mondays 6pm – 8pm, Wednesdays 5pm – 8pm 
(1st hour for children)

Writer’s Group  Mondays 6pm – 8pm 

Oasis Women’s Group  Thursdays 12.30pm – 1.30pm 

Framework for Dialogue Group Alternate Tuesdays 6.30pm – 8.30pm 

ESOL Classes Tuesdays 10am – 12noon, Wednesdays 10am – 12noon

Location: Maryhill Community Centre, 35 Avenuepark Street G20 8TS

‘Mother Theresa’ Women’s Group Thursdays 12.30pm – 2.30pm 
(one to one English tuition available from 12noon)

‘Tiny Songbirds’ Parent and Toddlers Music Classes Wednesdays 12noon – 12.45pm (1–3 yrs), 
1pm– 1.45pm (0–12 mths)

Art and Environmental Activities for Children & Families Saturdays 1pm – 3pm

Location: Garnethill Multicultural Centre, 21 Rose Street G3 6RE

Rhythms Dance Classes Tuesdays 7pm – 8.30pm

Location: Whiteinch Centre, 1 Northinch Court G14 0UG

How you can get involved If you feel you would like to help with the work of the Networks by 
volunteering, or if you would like to use any of our services, please contact us on 0141 946 9106, 
or visit our website: www.maryhillintegrationnetwork.org.uk
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Welcome to the 17th edition of Maryhill and Central & West Integration Network’s 
Newsletter. Since the last issue we have celebrated many events, including Black 
History Month, 16 Days of Action Campaign, Children’s New Year Celebration  
& International Women’s Day. Included in this issue are photographs from past 
events, information on projects and some special contributions from members of 
the Maryhill Framework for Dialogue (FfD) Group.

Welcome to our 
seventeenth Newsletter.

Newsletter 17
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mIN Music Project perform Home, Second Home..?  
as part of Black History Month in CCA

Maryhill Integration Network  
incl. Central & West Integration Network
BRINGING COMMUNITIES TOGETHER
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My Story, so far...

“I am from Eritrea and came to Glasgow in 
2004 to find, freedom, peace and stability. 
I left my country to build my future, and 
found Glasgow the city of my dreams. 
In 2004, I started studying in Glasgow 
College of Commerce. I met many friends 

from different countries; this has helped 
me to cope with life in Glasgow. Now, I am 
volunteering with the Red Cross, helping 
new Asylum Seekers to integrate and 
understand the system and life in Scotland.”

Framework for Dialogue (FfD) is a forum 
for asylum seekers and refugees in Glasgow 
offering them the opportunity to listen, 
discuss and have a voice on the services, 
policies and issues that affect their lives.  
The Maryhill FfD first began in August 2004 
with 8 members; now with over twenty 

members, the group continues to have a 
positive impact on the lives of new arrivals  
in Glasgow. 

Below are two personal accounts from 
members of the group – we hope to make 
this a regular feature.

Framework for Dialogue (FfD)

FfD Summer Outing to Heads of Ayr Farm



“Today I came back from Brand 
Street. I normally go there to sign, 
like every other Asylum Seeker. I 
have to take my twin boys with 
me every time I go to sign. Both of 
them hate going there; especially 
on the days that they have to miss 
football, they say to me ‘Mum, why 
do you drag us there with you?’ 
The younger of the two – by five 
minutes – feels ill for a couple of 
days after each signing; I can see 
him getting depressed. I try and 
explain the reasons why we have 
to go and sign, but being young, 
he doesn’t understand.

Earlier today my son fell in school 
and broke his toe so he couldn’t 
come to Brand Street with us. 
When my older son tried to explain 
this to the officials there they did 
not believe him. Being young and 
scared of officials he tried his best, 
but neither he nor I were believed. 
I was shouted at and was told to 
bring the whole family tomorrow! 
I didn’t lie, I only told the truth. I 
wish they would believe us when 
something happens to our young 
ones! Believe them when young 
children like my son tell them what 
happened to their family – children 
don’t lie!”
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Children Don’t Lie!

Outreach Projects  in School

Over the past year mIN has successfully 
co-ordinated a range of outreach projects  
in primary schools, using music, dance, arts 
and environmental activities to break 
barriers and promote cultural diversity.  
In November 2009, mIN collaborated with 
a group of students from RSAMD under  
the guidance of Community Music 
Co-Coordinator, Mary Troupe. One project, 
Let Glasgow Flourish, was inspired by 
Glasgow’s coat of arms. All the children  
and teachers reported on how much they 
enjoyed working with the team of music 
students to develop musical and visual 
ideas. We would like to record our thanks to 
all the participants in this project, especially 
to mIN sessional worker Caroline Wilkie.
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Since our last newsletter, C&Win has 
been moving forward, becoming a fully 
constituted body with over 20 members and 
growing! Members are supported to work in 
partnership with one another and to develop 

activities and events that bring out the 
cultural richness in the Central & West area 
of Glasgow. Below are 3 examples of just 
some of the work supported by C&Win.

Central & West Integration Network

Working With Women

AlbScott’s Mother Theresa Women’s Group 
has gone from strength to strength since 
forming in September 2009; now with 
upwards of 20 women, the group also has 3 
dedicated ESOL tutors that work with those 
looking to improve their English. For others, 
there are always activities such as arts and 

crafts to keep the meetings enjoyable and 
interesting. The variety of cultures within the 
group is also incredible with women from all 
over the world meeting every Thursday to 
share experiences, make friends and enjoy 
the atmosphere.



Clan Macondo continues to 
use dance to engage members 
of the local community in 
positive physical activity and 
also offer opportunities to 
perform as part of larger 
city-wide events.  For 16 Days 
of Action, Clan Macondo 
came together with AlbScott 
and other members of mIN’s 
Music Project to perform 
‘Mothers and Myths’ – a piece 
which used Latin-American 
folklore to explore themes of 
separation and loss.

In partnership with RSAMD Community Education Dept, Tiny Songbirds, music classes for Babies and 
Toddlers encourage children to play with music and sounds, offering them a chance to explore their 
creative sides whilst giving parents ideas for new ways to engage and bond with their children in a relaxed 
and creative environment.
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Active Communities

Vibrant Youth


